
 

PawPrints November 25, 2020   
Principal’s Message: 
Dear PRS Community, 

 
I cannot believe that we are already in the month of December.  While the school year so far 
has been quite eventful with many changes and moving parts, I feel really great about how our 
students and staff are thriving here in school.  I’m proud of all of our students for their flexibility 
and patience.  I’m impressed with the staff for their perseverance and dedication to making 
things work as they juggle so much to teach our in person and at home learners.  And I’m so 
appreciative to our parents who continue to be so incredibly supportive of the PRS teachers and 
staff members.  
 
Thank you to our families who joined our first annual Virtual Night on November 18th.  Kelly 
Burke our Reading Consultant and Julie Ratajczak our Math Coach did a great job showing 
parents some technology tools that support student learning.  We had just over 30 participants 
and we were quite pleased with the turnout! 
 
The PTO has been hard at work and continues to bring exciting opportunities to our students 
and families even during a global pandemic.  Instead of an in person book fair, the PTO offered 
our students and families a virtual Scholastic Book Fair this fall.  AND let’s not forget our annual 
Tiger Tracks fundraiser.  Thanks to the creativity of our Tiger Tracks chairs, we shifted to a Tiger 
Tracks Turkey Trot during the week of Thanksgiving.  Thank you to our event chairs and 
parents who supported these great activities for our students and families!  
 
Parent/Teacher conferences will be held for two weeks this year starting on December 7th and 
running through December 18th.   For safety reasons they will be virtual.  If you have not set up 
your parent/teacher conference yet, please reach out to your child’s classroom teachers to set 
up a date and time.  The conferences are a great time to learn about the progress your child is 
making, their strengths and areas of focus for instruction, as well as talk about what you can do 
to help support at home.  We look forward to this opportunity to meet with parents each year, 



but please know at any time if you are interested in an update on how your child is doing 
academically or socially, never hesitate to contact their teacher. 
 
Suggestions for a home and school connection… 
Here are some conversation starters for at home:  

1. “Let’s see what you brought home today.”  
2. “Show me what you have for homework.” 
3. “Describe a book you enjoyed today.” 
4. “Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about.” 
5. “What did you do at recess today?”  “Who did you play with?” 
6. “How did you show kindness to someone today?” 

 
We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving,  Happy Holidays and stay safe!  
 
Fondly, Michelle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Kindergarten 

Hello Kindergarten Families! We are working hard in school. We 
have learned all about the characters and  the setting in a 
story, as well as mastering our letter names, sounds and sight 
words. Please be sure to read each night with your child. In Math, 
we have been working on identifying numbers, and breaking them 
apart by using number bonds . We encourage you to have your 
child use Dreambox at home to help build math foundational 
skills.  
 

 
First Grade 
November was a busy month in first grade! We read many fiction stories that 
taught us life lessons. We learned that sharing makes the world a better place, 
that we should try new things, and to never judge a book by its cover. We spent 
the week before Thanksgiving reading nonfiction books about the Pilgrims and 
the Wampanoags and learned how grateful the Pilgrims were for the friendship 
of Squanto and the Native Americans. In math, we practiced adding within 20. 
We learned many addition strategies and put them to good use in Xtramath 
and Boomcards. We finished our first science unit about Plant and Animal 
Adaptations and researched a living thing of our choice. We made diagrams 
and explained how the plant or animal we chose is able to survive in its habitat. 
First graders enjoyed their new specials rotations this month and are looking 
forward to trying something new after the Thanksgiving break! We would like 
to thank our room parents for organizing a fun celebration complete with a 
game and craft before we began our distance learning the week of 
Thanksgiving!  



 
Second Grade 
November has been a very busy month for the second graders at PRS! There has been 
lots of learning and tons of fun! In reading, the students have been diving into many 
different series, such as Mercy Watson, Frog and Toad, and Froggy. The students have 
been learning about character traits, characters’ feelings, examining characters’ 
behaviors across a series, and so much more. They have become experts with the 
characters in the series. In math, the students have been learning many different math 
strategies when solving word problems because it is important to show their thinking. 
They learned about sticker notation, splitting, the number line and the 100’s chart. In 
science, they have been learning about how plants grow and how important sunlight is 
to a growing plant. We even did an experiment with growing seeds in the sunlight and in 
the closet! It has been quite a busy month! Second grade rocks! 
 

 
 

Third Grade   
Third graders are studying the Native Americans who lived in the Eastern Woodland 

area. So far, third graders have decided that the Wampanoag people, the people who lived in 
the Cape Cod area, were both smart- utilizing nature in every possible way to survive, and kind- 
teaching the pilgrims how to plant and harvest native crops to help them survive the harsh New 
England winter. The Native Americans never wasted anything and they were very hard workers 
because they couldn’t just go to a store to buy what they needed.  We will continue to learn 
more about different tribes who lived in different regions of the United States, comparing and 
contrasting how the environment impacted everything in their lives, from their clothing to the 
food they ate, even how it impacted their traditions and ceremonies.  



 
Fourth Grade 

In November the students finished up the first science unit of the year, which is 
about energy and collisions. The unit started off by having students observe chain 
reactions and Rube Goldberg Machines. This taught them about energy, and how it can 
be stored, released, or transferred between objects. The second half of the unit focused 
more on energy in the form of sound waves. Through videos and watching 
demonstrations, they were able to figure out how sound is really vibrations traveling 
through a medium like air. They also learned the difference between high and low pitch 
sound waves. The next unit will focus on plant and animal structures. 

This month the students also wrote personal narratives. They picked a small 
moment in their life where they experienced a strong emotion. They made sure to have 
a clear beginning, middle, and end with a lot of descriptive details, action and dialogue. 
We also reviewed good editing and revising skills. Our next unit will continue to give 
them a chance to strengthen their narrative writing skills. 
 

 
Fifth Grade 
November is a time for us to think about all that we are grateful for. Fifth graders are 
thankful for their family, friends, the availability of books to enjoy, being able to practice 
on Reflex and receiving our Fifth Grade Class of 21 t-shirts!  
 
We are also thankful to have completed our first decimal unit in Math, our Earth 
Systems unit in Science, and our first unit in Humanities! Students have begun reading 
about famous inventors and innovators, are learning how to add and subtract decimals 
and fractions, and are starting a unit on Earth’s Ecosystems. Talk about being busy!!! 
 
We are looking forward to Thanksgiving time with our families and the Tiger Tracks 
Turkey Trot! 



 
Specials:  Art News from Mrs. Hwang! 
Many things have changed since March of this year, but one thing has remained the 
same:  the students’ love and passion for art.  No matter what the circumstance, 
whether learning from home or in school, in their own classroom or the art room, 
students never lost their enthusiasm for creative exploration. While the creative 
processes of art  relate to other areas of life, art teaches students valuable lessons in 
countless ways. In the first art class, each student received their own art kits and 
learned the importance of taking care of and being respectful of their materials. 
Students learned about the artist “The Doodle Boy '' who despite being only age 10, 
made a great impact on the art world through showing a strong habit of mind. Students 
also learned about the artist Paul Klee, who created the idea “A Line is a Dot That Went 
For a Walk”. Through this, students learned that every art representation starts with 
something as small as a “Dot.” While working with various materials and techniques, 
students learned to understand, listen, and cooperate in order to be successful. 
Students practiced mindfulness by listening to the “Singing Bowl Sing” and doing calm 
breathing in the beginning and at the end of the class. Most importantly, we learned how 
much the joy of art brings us and others. Students were excited and proud to see their 
artwork displayed on the art board featured in the main hallway. Many staff members in 
the building shared that they greatly appreciate seeing students’ artwork on the display 
as it makes them feel delighted. This year has started off with unusual circumstances, 
but the students have thrived and continue to impress me with their work ethic and 
responsibility. I look forward to meeting and working with the rest of the students at PRS 
in the coming months!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important Dates: 
Virtual Parent/Teacher Conferences:  December 7 - 18 

Winter vacation:  December 24 – January 3 
 

 

 

Michelle Dixon, principal 
Lisa Lovett, secretary 
Carol Scheuing, clerk 
Colleen Heneghan, nurse 
Office number:  860 648-5025 
PRS website:  http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home   

http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

